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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
The American people have become increasingly conscious 
that there is too wide a gap between the educational oppor­
tunities provided for the rural and the urban child. Con­
ditions in the American society seem too often to indicate 
that the school is not giving children the kind of training 
which is most needed, not only for effective participation 
in modern civilization, but for a thorough comprehension of 
that civilization so that proper direction may be given to 
subsequent developments In organizations of a democratic so­
ciety. 
There was a time when life was much simpler than it is 
today. Organization, administration, and supervision of 
schools were not seriously questioned. But times have changed. 
Each individual lives a more complete life than did his ances­
tors of only a generation or so ago. With the social, politi­
cal, economic, and religious changes, the rural school, too, 
experienced many changes. Among these changes are expanded 
transportation facilities for rural school children. These 
have created a greater interest in the problems of rural edu­
cation on the part of not only the professional worker but the 
general lay public as well. Results of standardized tests, 
the need for adequate equipment, supplies, and comfortable, 
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practicable buildings, the use of specially trained personnel, 
and increased budgets for operating schools - all contribute 
to the seriousness of the problem which this study involves. 
In view of these and related changes in the educational 
systems, the writer makes a study of the status of the rural 
schools for Negro boys and girls of McLennan County, Texas. 
This study is designed to point out the conditions which exist 
in this county in the schools for Negro children, to discover 
their needs, and to make recommendations for a program de­
signed to meet the essentials of all rural children in Mc­
Lennan County. 
The general practices and purposes of dducation should 
be the same regardless of the geographical location of the 
children. Instructional materials, methods, and classroom 
organization will differ noticeably, due to environment, ori­
entation to local school policy, backgrounds of the children, 
and the size of the school. American education has a social 
and democratic orientation of educational policies which is 
important for all children who are going to be citizens. The 
objectives of self-realization, human relations, economic 
efxiciency, and civic responsibility are equally pertinent 
for city and urban children. 
These environmental differences of the rural and urban 
child have been markedly reduced in recent decades by the 
3 
extension of urbanism to the rural areas and ruralism to the 
urban. Electrification, for example, has brought electric 
power, electric lights, electric household and farm appliances 
to the rural child. Many of the children living in the urban 
centers have migrated to the rural area. Many of the child­
ren living in the rural area are transients, who may not be­
come permanent dwellers in either the city or urban. They 
carry their customs and experiences to the rural areas. 
The rural areas have made inroads into urban culture, 
also many town-dwellers are employed to help cultivate and 
harvest farm crops and products. The city markets for farm 
products, such as livestock, vegetables, cotton, and grain 
are important factors in integrating the rural and urban cul­
ture. The rural child is as near to the city or town as he 
is to the telephone, the automobile, or the radio. 
Purposes of the Study 
The purposes of this study are, first, to make a survey 
fo the conditions in the fifteen rural schools for Negroes in 
McLennan County, Texas; second, to find out the conditions of 
these schools and point out their strengths and weaknesses; 
third, to find out what the present system is doing to better 
the learning conditions of the Negro boys and girls of this 
county, and to make recommendations which the writer believes 
k 
will be helpful to both the school personnel and the Negro 
youths of McLennan County, 
This survey seeks to reveal a clear-cut, true picture of 
what is available in the McLennan County schools at present. 
In discovering the short comings with reference to the actual 
needs, the study also seeks to reveal obscured positions, and 
take a looking glass position, consequently challenging the 
leaders for deeper thought, brighter and more specific objec­
tives with skillful techniques to make speed and just arrivals 
to these prescribed objectives. 
The writer feels that such a study will make a contribu­
tion to the area under consideration, since there has been no 
study made of the status of the rural schools for Negroes in 
this county. 
Statement of Problem 
The problem is to make a survey of the status of the 
rural schools for Negroes in McLennan County, Texas. 
Realizing that a problem cannot be solved unless adequate 
study is given to the various phases of it, the writer has 
sought to formulate an analysis of the rural schools for Negroes 
tfeLemnan County. This study proposes to answer the following 
general questions: 
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1. //hat are the siz© and classifications of the schools 
provided for Negro boys and girls of McLennan County? 
d.. //hat is the status of the physical plants and equip­
ment provided for Negro youths of McLennan County? 
3. What provisions have been made for the general health 
conditions of the Negro pupils of this county? 
1f. What type of school personnel and teachers are avail­
able for the youths of this county? 
5« What type of transportation is provided Negro youths 
of McLennan County? 
The Scope of the Thesis 
This study includes all public rural schools for Negroes 
in McLennan County, both elementary and high school, under the 
control and administration of the public school system. It in­
cludes the study and analysis of pupils, school personnel, 
school plants, equipment, curriculum, and transportation as 
revealed during the school year 1950-51 for the Negro pupils 
of McLennan County in both common and independent districts. 
Methods, Procedures, and Sources of Materials 
Observations, interviews, and questionnaires were employed, 
but the data used were taken largely from the questionnaires. 
Questionnaires were sent to fifteen principals of rural schools 
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of McLennan County. When data were lacking in the principals' 
offices, the writer sought the information from the respective 
superintendents. After the questionnaires were received and 
collected, the writer proceeded to tabulate the reports. 
A few of the questions are questions of opinion, e. g. 
"How adequate are your supplies and equipment for extra-curri­
cular activities," or "Estimate the value of property and 
grounds." While it is significant to note the estimations 
the principles cited and would be revealing to investigate 
the criteria for these estimations, it should be noted also 
4 
that the observations of the school plant by this researcher 
do not always support the claims. 
The data for the present study were obtained from the 
following sources: 
1. Newspapers 
2. N. E. A. Journals 
3* The United States Census Reports 
The McLennan County Superintendent's Office 
5. The United States Bureau of Statistics 
6. Fifteen rural school principals' reports 
7. A personal survey of the rural schools of McLennan 
County 
8. A personal interview with fifteen principals and 
teachers of this county 
9. Pamphlets 
7 
10. Texts and reference books by writers in the field 
of administration and rural education 
11. Recent theses on related subjects 
12. Questionnaires 
13. Documentary records of the State Education Agency 
1*+. Interviews with visiting teachers of the county 
Limitations and Exceptions 
With reference to exceptions, there are three schools 
located near towns with populations exceeding the 2,500 
level which applies to "rural," according to the United 
States Census Bureau. However, the population of these ex­
ceptional towns - Bellmead, McGregor, and Mart - does not 
apply to Negro population alone, but to the total population 
of which the Negro is believed to comprise approximately 
twenty-five percent. Therefore, these schools are included 
in the survey, and because of their Negro population status, 
they rank as rural schools. 
CHAPTER II 
SURVEY OF RELATED STUDIES 
There has been no study previously made of the Negro 
rural schools in McLennan County with regard to school person­
nel, the school plants, grounds, and equipment. There have 
been several surveys made on individual schools, but not all 
the schools of McLennan County at one time. These may be con­
sidered as related studies to the present study - a status 
study of rural schools for Negroes in McLennan County, Texas. 
Stanton made a study of the graduates of Anderson High 
School, Mart, McLennan County, Texas, of over a period of 
ten years as a follow-up program to establish identity of 
I 
former students of that McLennan County School. 
Pannell made a study of the status of Negro schools in 
Bell County. This study comprises all the Negro schools in 
the county - rural and urban, elementary and high, consolidat­
ed, and non-consolidated. Pannell pointed out that a large 
number of the 1,396 scholastics had to walk long distances 
to school; that the general road conditions were poor, which, 
2 
in turn, caused very low daily attendance in Bell County. 
Lonnie L. Stanton, A Follow-up Study of the Graduates of 
Anderson High School. Mart. Texas. Unpublished Master Thesis, 
Prairie View A & M College, 19^9. 
2 
Orvella Tatum Pannell, A Study of the Status of Negro 
Schools in Bell County. Unpublished Masters Thesis, Prairie 
View A & M College, 19̂ 8. 
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Bell County lies south of and adjacent to McLennan County. 
A part of the Bruceville-Eddy School District, which comprises 
the Shaw School, lies in Bell County. 
Danshy made a study of the educational status of the 
rural Negro of Smith County. The study reveals that the 3,^95 
Negro pupils in the thirteen rural schools of Smith County were 
only mildly interested in education, and that too few pupils 
were attending high school. The study also revealed that the 
total estimated value of the rural schools of Smith County for 
3 
Negroes would hardly build a respectable high school. 
Randle made a study of the common schools for Negroes in 
Brazos County. She pointed out that the schools of Brazos 
County for Negroes were not up to the standards set by the 
Texas Education Agency, and that the teachers' salaries in 
consolidated schools were twice as much as these in non-consol-
b 
idated schools. 
In 19^3? Washington made a study of public education for 
the Negroes of Jasper County, Texas. He observed that atten­
dance was hampered by poor provisions for the transportation 
of scholastics, and inadequate playground equipment in all of 
5 
the schools. 
^Lera Henry Dansby, A Study of the Status of Education for 
the Rural Negro of Smith County, Unpublished Masters Thesis, 
Prairie View A & M College, 19^-9. 
Irene Etheland Randle, A Comparative Study of Common 
Schools for Negroes in Brazos County. Unpublished Masters Thesis, 
Prairie View A & M College, 19^*+. 
5j. T. Washington, Study of Public Education for Negroes of 
Jasper County. Texas. Unpublished Masters Thesis, Prairie View A 
& M College, 19WI 
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Mosby's study of the availability of educational oppor­
tunities for Negroes in Hunt County, Texas, found that fifty 
percent of the Negro common schools of that county were one-
teacher schools with very low enrollments in all the schools.^ 
Oliver observed in his study that in Leon County, un­
favorable roads and weather conditions contribute to low 
school attendance. He also pointed out that library facili­
ties were meager, that better organizations and administration 
were found in the independent school districts which comprise 
7 more than fifty percent of the school districts in Leon County. 
Cattrell A. Mosby, Availability of Educational Opportuni­
ties for Negroes in Hunt County. Texas. Unpublished Masters 
Thesis, Prairie View A. & M. College, 19i}-9. 
7_ 
Joseph Green Oliver, Availability of Educational Opportuni­
ties for Negroes in Leon County, Texas, Unpublished Masters 
The sis, Prairie Vfi^r gTlToliege, l9fo. 
CHAPTER III 
DESCRIPTION OF THE COUNTY 
McLennan County has an area of 1,035 square miles, a 
population of 130,000 with six incorporated towns: Waco, 
Crawford, Mart, McGregor, Moody and West. It is located in 
one of the Lest cotton and corn growing sections of Texas, 
about half way between the cities of Dallas and Austin, on the 
Brazos and Bosque rivers. 
There are twenty-six school districts in McLennan County. 
Eleven of these are common school districts with a total en­
rollment of 2,692 pupils. Fifteen are independent districts 
with a total enrollment of 20,80^ pupils. Common schools are 
under the supervision of the County Superintendent of Schools 
and the State Department of Education. The Independent Districts 
have their own school boards. 
A county board of seven members administers school affairs, 
with the superintendent serving as secretary, four members are 
elected from the four commissioner's precincts and three from 
the county at large. They serve without salary or commission 
and are paid only for the board meetings that they attend. 
The county administrative staff consists of a county super­
intendent, two assistants to the superintendent, four supervisors, 
two for special teachers, one each for instructor, a transpor­
tation officer, a nurse, and two librarians. 
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Road Systems 
McLennan County's road system is noteworthy for an ex­
ceptionally high standard of maintenance. It has been honored 
for this work by awards from state and national organizations. 
The county maintains 1,577 miles of road and when 100 miles 
of fragmentary sections for all-weather roads have been com­
pleted, this county's road system will be one of the finest 
8 
in the United States. The road system is an important factor 
with respect to transportation of rural scholastics in McLennan 
County. The average daily attendance is also affected by the 
kind of road system provided. 
Sources of Revenue 
Financial support of the school system comes from three 
sources: a maintenance tax, a per capita payment from the 
state for each school age child, and an equalization payment 
from the state for those schools which can show need for aid. 
The school buildings are financed by a separate tax voted by 
the residents of a district in the form of bonds. 
Property owners pay a tax of $1.11 on a $100.00 valuation, 
of which 690 goes to the county, and goes to the state. In 
19^9, the budget appropriation was $925,22^,00 from this source. 
g 
Waco League of Women Voters - Know Your Community, Sec­
tion V. , ivwr 
^Ibid.. Section III. 
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The Seat of the County 
The central offices of administration and supervision 
of common schools are located in the county seat. 
Waco, with an estimated population (1950 Census) of 
115,88^ is the seat of the county, the fourth city in the 
Blackland Prairie. It is a commercial and industrial center 
of importance. A center-of agriculture, manufacturing, bus 
and rail transportation. 
The city is situated in the heart of Central Texas and 
the Brazos River Valley - one of the most fertile and pro­
ductive regions in the Southwest. It is near the georgaphi-
cal center of Texas, and almost at the center of Texas's 
population density. 
The population percentage of the city is estimated to 
be 77 per cent native White, 20 per cent Negroes and three 
per cent foreign born, largely Latin-Americans. 
Waco is the home of two institutions of higher learning, 
Baylor University for White students, and Paul Quinn College 
for Negroes. Baylor University was charted by Congress of 
the Republic of Texas February 1, l8l+5. It is said to be 
the largest Baptist University in the world. 
Paul Quinn College was established in 1872 and charter­
ed by the State of Texas May 2b, 1881. It is an institution 
of the A. M. E. Church. 
lb 
The county's library which is located in Waco was es­
tablished in 1930. The Commissioner's Court serves as li­
brary board and sets annual appropriations for books, sala­
ries, up keep and the like. 
The county is bordered in the north by Bosque and Hill 
Counties; in the east by Limestone County; in the west by 
Coryel County, and in the south by Bell and Falls Counties. 
Parts of the Bruceville-Eddy School District lie in 
Bell and Falls Counties. 
CHAPTER IV 
SCHOOL PLANT 
According to the survey undertaken by this investi­
gation, there are eighty-five classrooms for instruction 
in the McLennan County school area. This means that there 
is an average of one classroom for every teacher. 
There are several special service rooms in the rural 
schools for Negroes in the McLennan County area. Table I 
indicates that there are two study rooms provided, one each 
at the Bosqueville and Jenkins Schools. There are also two 
music halls provided: one at the Bosqueville and the other 
at the Jenkins School. At the Jenkins and Rosenthal Schools 
there is a janitors' room. There are library rooms at Dunbar, 
and Rising Star schools, but there are no art or counselor's 
rooms in any of the schools surveyed by this writer. 
Four of the fifteen schools have a principal's office, 
only one has a secretary's office and none has an office for 
any of the other officials of the school. Axtell, Dunbar, 
Jenkins and Rosenthal are the schools which have principal's 
offices, and Jenkins is the only one which has a secretary 
and secretary's office. 
None of the fifteen schools has a gymnasium, although 
the versatile duties of youth demand that they have physical 
culture. Four school districts — McGregor, West, Moody, and 
16 
Bruceville-Eddy open the doors of their gymnasiums, which are 
designed to serve White students, to the Negro youths of their 
respective districts. However, there are eleven schools 
which do not have access to a gymnasium at all. The Jenkins 
School, largest in the district, has an audio-gymnasium. 
Bosqueville, Dunbar, Rising Star and Moody, have auditoriums. 
These school districts comprise both White and Negro 
scholastics, but separate units. The Carver School is located 
in the McGregor Independent District; the Moody Colored School 
is located in the Moody Independent District. The Dunbar 
School is in the West Independent District and the Shaw School 
is in the Bruceville-Eddy Rural High School District. 
17 
TABLE I 













Anderson No No No No No No 
Axtell No No No No No No 
Bledsoe No No No No No No 
Bosqueville Yes No No No No No 
Carver No No No No No No 
Dunbar No Yes No No Yes No 
Gholson No No No No No No 
Harrison No No No No No No 
Jenkins Yes Yes No Yes No No 
Midway No No No No No No 
Moody No No No No No No 
Rising Star No No No No Yes No 
Rosenthal No No No Yes No No 
Shaw No No No No No No 
Willow Grove No No No No No No 














"Library" here is taken to mean a special library room 
with library equipment, and a regular certified librarian in 
charge. 
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It is becoming increasingly apparent that the library 
is one of the most important features of a school plant. 
Some of the objectives of the library are: 
1. To aid in the advancement of knowledge. 
2. To improve the capacity of people for appreciation 
and production in the cultural fields. 
3. To provide children, youth and adults an opportunity 
and incentive to educate themselves continously. 
if. To preserve the precious heritage of freedom of ex­
pression. 
5. To enable children, youth and adults to make such 
use of leisure time as will promote personal happi­
ness and social well-being.11 
While two principals reported havihg a library, none 
meets Otto's description of a library. Otto said, "A library 
is a service agency staffed by a librarian qualified by train­
ing, experience, and personality to administer a school li­
brary so that the library may discharge effectively the func-
12 
tions which have been delegated to it." The librarian 
should have at least 18 semester hours in library science. 
She should have some experience in library work. 
Roemer Edmonson, The Administration of Modern Second­
ary Schools, p. 338-339. 
12 
Henry J. Otto, Elementary School Organization and Ad­
ministration, p. 113-H1+. 
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TABLE III 
















Anderson 30 85 70 
Axtell 33 100 50 
Bledsoe 100 90 75 
Bosqueville 100 50 50 
Carver 50 90 90 
Dunbar 80 50 90 
Gholson 100 50 0 
Harrison 10 0 5 
Jenkins 100 100 90 
Midway 50 50 ifO 
Moody 95 75 50 
Rising Star 60 ko 50 
Rosenthal 75 90 70 
Shaw 50 1*0 35 
Willow Grove 75 50 75 
Average 67 6k 56 
Note: Some schools are using out-of-adoption textbooks; 
desks and chairs not suitable for primary children; and in­
adequate supplies and equipment for extra-curricula activities. 
The figures above represent, in terms of percentage, the quan­
tity in the respective schools. 
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The Dunbar School at West comes nearer to having a lib­
rary than any of the other schools in the county. The Jenkins 
School at Bellmead, the Rosenthal School at Downsville, the 
Shaw School at Eddy, the Willow Grove School at Speegleville, 
The Rising Star School at Riesel are schools that have a good 
collection of reference books, magazines and newspapers. 
Equipment and Supplies 
According to the principals' reports, sixty-seven percent 
of the textbooks used in the Negro rural schools of this county 
are either new or in-adoption. Thirty-six percent of the 
children occupy seats either too high or too low for their 
comfort. Fourty-four percent, have inadequate amounts of 
supplies and equipment for extra-curricula activities. (See 
Table III) 
No school in the county provides individual lockers for 
pupils or teachers, but Jenkins, Bledsoe and Willow Grove 
schools have teachers' closets. 
The audio-visual equipment consisted of thirty-four rad­
ios, fifteen record players, three sound projectors, and two 
inter- communication systems. (See Table IV) 
Two of the fifteen schools have work shops for boys; these 
are the Jenkins and Rosenthal schools. The Bledsoe, Carver, 
Dunbar, and Rosenthal Schools have home-making shops for girls. 
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The Bosqueville, Carver, Dunbar, Rosenthal and Shaw 
schools regularly participate in interscholastic leagues. 
Inadequate means of travel, administrative difficulties and 
lack of finance were reasons given for non-participation by 
the other schools. 
TABLE IV 
TYPES OF AUDIO-VISUAL AIDS USED FOR CLASSROOM INSTRUCTION 
Schools Radios Record Sound Silent P. A. Inter 
Players Projec­ Projec­ Syst­ Corn-
tors tors em System 
Anderson 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Axtell 3 2 1 1 0 0 
Bledsoe 2 1 0 0 0 0 
Bosqueville 3 0 0 0 0 0 
Carver 1 1 0 0 0 0 
Dunbar 8 1 1 0 1 1 
Gholson 1 0 0 0 0 0 
Harrison 2 1 0 0 0 0 
Jenkins 3 2 1 1 1 1 
Midway 2 0 0 0 0 0 
Moody 1 1 0 0 0 0 
Rising Star 1 1 0 0 0 0 
Rosenthal 3 1 0 0 0 0 
Shaw 3 2 0 0 1 0 
Willow Grove 1 1 0 0 0 0 
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Hot Lunch Programs 
Fifty-three and one third percent of the schools in the 
county operate hot lunch programs under the Federal Surplus 
Commodities Commission. The hot lunch program contributes 
to the health of the child through its nutritious values, 
and it gives the child an encouragement to attend school 
which, in turn, aids in the average daily attendance of the 
school. 
Sight schools operate lunch programs — Axtell, Bled­
soe, Dunbar, Harrison, Jenkins, Moody, Rosenthal and Shaw. 
Axtell, Dunbar, Gholson, Harrison, Jenkins, Rosenthal and 
Shaw schools use gas for heating fuel, the remaining schools 
use wood, coal, and kerosene. 
Table VI reveals that there are six separate dining 
rooms where hot lunches are served. These dining rooms are 
in the Axtell, Bledsoe, Dunbar, Harrison, Jenkins and Rosen­
thal schools. There is a separate kitchen in the following 
schools to facilitate the hot lunch program: Axtell, Dunbar, 
Harrison, Jenkins and Shaw. 
Five schools use gas for cooking purposes, one uses 
electricity, one uses coal and wood, and one uses kerosene. 
There were two ice boxes and five electric refrigerators, 
and there was one school that used no type of refrigeration. 
In addition to the refrigerators used at the schools, four 
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In eight schools the children drink from hydrants, in 
two schools the children driqk from fountains, in three 
schools from pumps, in one school from an open well, and 
one school from barrels in which water is transported from 
their homes. The water should be used from a safe supply 
which meets the State Department of Health. There are fine 
flush toilets, nine pit toilets and one surface toilet. 
There are no separate rest rooms for teachers and pupils. 
See Tables VI and VII) 
The school lunch program is a vital part of the total 
school program and affords an opportunity to establish a 
sound nutritional basis for the health of nearly 3,000 rural 
children who attend the public schools in McLennan County. 
According to Thurmond, the school lunch program has two 
primary objectives: 
1. To encourage increased consumption of foods in tem­
porary abundance and to aid the American farmers in 
the long-term development of better domestic markets 
for agricultural commodities. 
2. To assist local communities in the development, main­
tenance, operation and expansion of the program, 
potentially providing adequate lunches for children 
in schools in order to strengthen the nutritional 
status of the nation's children. The success of 
the program depends largely upon the interest of 
the parents, school administration and teachers, 
and the willingness on the part of every one to work 
and cooperate to make the program an integral-.part of 
community life and the total school program.15 
13 M. F. Thurmond, Texas School Lunch Program* Austin, 
Texas, No. 1+87; January7T9$8. " ~ ' 
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TABLE VII 















Anderson Coal Fountain Flush No 
Axtell Gas Other Surface No 
Bledsoe Coal Hydrant Pit No 
Bosqueville Coal Pump Pit No 
Carver Gas Hydrant Pit No 
Dunbar Gas Hydrant Flush No 
Gholson Wood Well Pit No 
Harrison Gas Pump Pit No 
Jenkins Gas Hydrant Pit No 
Midway Coal iiyd Hydrant Pit No 
Moody Gas Fountain Pit No 
Rising Star Wood Hydrant Pit No 
Rosenthal Gas Hydrant Flush No 
Shaw Gas Hydrant Flush No 
Willow Grove Wood Pump Pit No 
CHAPTER V 
SCHOOL POPULATION 
The schools with the largest enrollments are Jenkins, 
Rosenthal, Anderson, Dunbar and Carver with 586, 305, 26*+, 
220, and 20^ respectively. 
Schools having the lowest enrollments are Gholson, Mid­
way, and Willow Grove, with 21, *f2, and ¥f respectively. All 
of the larger schools mentioned above are recently consoli­
dated schools. Several schools were united with the Olive 
Heights School to form the present Jenkins Elementary School. 
The average daily attendance of the elementary schools 
ranges from 168 in the eighth grade to 276 in the first grade. 
In the second grade, the average daily attendance is 200, a 
marked decrease in attendance; but in the third grade the 
average daily attendance exceeds the second grade by a mark 
of 33. 
Documentary records show that in 19^8-^9 before the Gilmer 
Aiken laws became effective, average attendance in all grades 
was lower than at the present time. The average daily attend— 
ance of the elementary rural schools of the county ranged from 
112 in the eighth grades to 18^- in the first grades. In the 
second grades, the average attendance was 186 pupils, while 
in the third grades the average attendance was 221. The 
average daily attendance of the fourth, fifth, and sixth 
29 
grades; during the same period was 155? 160, and 125 respec­
tively. But in 1950 the average daily attendance increased 
in the fourth grades from 155 to 203; in the fifth grades 
from 160 to 206; and in the sixth grades from 125 to 187 pupils. 
In the seventh grades the ratio was about the same. The 
average attendance was 118 in 19^9» and 172 in 1950. The in­
crease in the average daily attendance of the rural elementary 
schools was approximately thirty-three per cent over 19^8-^9. 
The average attendance of the high school pupils ranges 
from twenty-seven in the twelfth grades to ninety-two in the 
ninth grades. The average daily attendance of the tenth and 
eleventh grades was fifty-three and fifty-four, respectively. 
The average daily attendance law, (Gilmer-Aiken Law) has con­
tributed largely to the increase in attendance in the public 
lb 
schools of McLennan County in both rural and non-rural schools. 
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There are no provisions made in the county for the 
kindergarten children in the rural schools for Negroes. 
Children must wait until they reach the age of six before 
they enroll in public school. The reason is that there is 
no nursery in the county school system for colored children, 
no teacher for the level, and no space, if there were a 
teacher. The exceptional children are being instructed by 
the certified teacher of exceptional children who has charge 
of all the rural school children in McLennan County. 
Table X reveals that there is one school, the Gholson 
School, which secures the services of the county physician. 
The reason given by other schools for not having these ser­
vices were as follows: (1) not knowing the services were 
available, and (2) not soliciting them. 
Teaching Staff 
One would ordinarily think first of the number and size 
of the schools in making any analysis of a school, school 
district, or of any particular area, local, state, or national. 
In this respect, there are fifteen rural schools in the McLen­
nan Area open for Negro youth. 
These schools range in size from a one-teacher school at 
Gholson to a seventeen-teacher school at Bellmead. There is 
one school each having seventeen, twelve, ten, nine, eight, 























Anderson No No Yes No Yes No 
Axtell No No Yes No No Yes 
Bledsoe No No Yes No No No 
Bosqueville No No Yes No No No 
Carver No No Yes No No Yes 
Dunbar No No Yes No Yes No 
Gholson No No Yes Yes No No 
Harrison No Yes Yes No No No 
Jenkins No No Yes No Yes No 
Midway No No Yes No Yes No 
Moody No Yes Yes No No No 
Rising Star No No Yes No No No 
Rosenthal No No Yes No No Yes 
Shaw No Yes Yes No No No 
Willow Grove No No Yes No No No 







•There is a special teacher for the exceptional children of 
the county, however, all the rural schools in the county do not 
have exceptional children. The teacher only works in the schools 
where the exceptional child is. 
3̂  
TABLE XI 
















Anderson Yes No No No Yes Yes • Yes 
Axtell Yes No No No No No No 
Bledsoe Yes No No No No Yes No 
Bosqueville Yes No No No No Yes Yes 
Carver Yes No No No Yes Yes Yes 
Dunbar Yes Yes No No Yes Yes Yes 
Gholson No No No Yes No No No 
Harrison No No Yes Yes No No No 
Jenkins No No No Yes No Yes Yes 
Midway No No No No No Yes Yes 
Moody Yes No No No No Yes Yes 
Rising Star Yes No No Yes No Yes Yes 
Rosenthal Yes Yes No No Yes Yes Yes 
Shaw Yes No No Yes No Yes Yes 


















There are four schools offering four years of high school 
work, two offering two years of high school work, and one 
offering one year of high school work. There are seven schools 
in the county offering eight years of elementary training, 
and one offers four years of elementary training. 
These fifteen schools are staffed by eighty-three teach­
ers including fifteen principals; a supervisor, two visiting 
teachers, one elementary science teacher, a teacher for ex­
ceptional children, a home making teacher, and an agricul­
tural teacher in the county at large. 
The combined enrollment totals 2,171 - 1,078 boys, and 
l,10*t girls. This is an average of 26 children per teacher. 
There is another noticeable situation, for these eighty-three 
teachers, there are eighty-five class rooms. 
Teacher Preparation 
The academic preparation of the teaching staff of the 
county rural school is revealed in Table XII. The fifteen 
principals have the Bachelor Degree, and two of them have the 
Master's Degree. Only one teacher does not have the Bachelor's 
Degree, and that teacher serves on the Anderson school staff. 
There is nne teacher who has earned the Master's Degree, and 
that teacher is on the Jenkins School staff. Of all the teach­
ers in the area, there are. but nine teachers actually teaching 
out of their fields of major or minor preparation. 
36 
TABLE XII 
PREPARATION AND CERTIFICATION OF TEACHERS 
Schools Prin­ Ass't. T E A C H E R S 
cipal Prin. No 
Degree 




Anderson M.S. B.S. 1 6 0 0 
Axtell A.B. * 0 2 0 0 
Bledsoe A.B. B.A. 0 2 0 1 • 
Bosqueville B.S. * 0 2 0 1 
Carver A.B. B.S. 0 6 0 If 
Dunbar A.B. A.B. 0 8 0 0 
Gholson A.B. * 0 0 0 0 
Harrison A.B. * 0 2 0 0 
Jenkins M.A. * 0 15 1 0 
Midway A.B. * 0 1 0 0 
Moody A.B. * 0 3 0 3 
Rising Star A.B. * 0 2 0 0 
Rosenthal B.S. B.S. 0 10 0 0 
Shaw A.B. * 0 2 0 0 
Willow Grove B.S. * 0 1 0 0 
Total 15 5 1 61 1 9 
•Indicates there is no Assistant Principal 
37 
Teacher's Experience 
The fifteen school principals have an aggregate of 312 
years of experience in teaching school, an average of twenty 
and one-half years. Ten teachers had from one to three years 
experience, thirteen teachers had from four to six years of 
experience, fourteen teachers had from four to six years of 
experience, fourteen teachers had ten years of experience, 
nine teachers had from eleven to fifteen years of experience 
and sixteen teachers had from sixteen to twenty years of ex­
perience. 
Table XV on page 39 reveals that the average tenure of 
the principal was 13A years; the assistant principals, 5.8, 
and the teachers, 10.5. It seems that the principals were 
better satisfied with their work and positions than were the 
teachers. Hence, we find the teachers moving around to adjust 
themselves to more favorable conditions. 
TABLE XIII 



















































































Prin. 26 20 5 12 30 18 26 30 18 19 20 22 I k  26 19 312 
Asst. 
Prin. 
2 0 29 0 k  5 0 0 0 0 0 0 18~ 0 0 ~58 
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TABLE XIV 
EXPERIENCE OF TEACHING PERSONNEL 
Schools 
Years of Experience - Teachers 
1-3 *f-6 7-10 11-15 16-25 
Anderson 2 l 1 2 1 
Axtell 0 l 0 1 0 
Bledsoe 0 0 0 0 0 
Bosqueville 0 0 1 0 1 
Carver 0 2 2 0 2 
Dunbar 0 2 0 2 if 
Gholson 0 0 0 0 0 
Harrison 0 0 0 0 2 
Jenkins If If 3 2 3 
Midway 0 0 0 0 l 
Moody 2 1 0 0 0 
Rising 13 tar 0 1 0 1 0 
Rosenthal 1 1 6 1 1 
Shaw 0 0 1 0 1 
Willow Grove 0 0 0 0 1 
39 
TABLE XV 
TENURE OF TEACHING STAFF IN PRESENT POSITION 
Schools Prin­
Ass ' t .  
Prin­ T E A 1 S H E !  \ s 
cipal cipal 1-5 6-10 11-15 16-20 21-30 
Anderson 2h 2 if 1 1 1 0 
Axtell 20 0 2 0 0 0 0 
Bledsoe 5 16 1 0 0 0 0 
Bosqueville b 0 1 1 0 0 0 
Carver 20 5 2 2 2 0 0 
Dunbar 18 5 8 0 0 0 0 
Gholson 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Harrison 17 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Jenkins 10 0 10 6 0 0 0 
Midway b 0 1 0 0 0 0 
Moody 18 0 3 0 0 0 0 
Rising Star 16 0 2 0 0 0 0 
Rosenthal 1 1 10 0 0 0 0 
Shaw 15 0 0 1 1 0 0 
Willow Grove 2k 0 1 0 0 0 0 
Totals _ 201 29 k6 11 k 1 1 
Average Years of Tenure 
Principal - 13.k 
Assist* Principal — 5-8 
Teachers  — 8.5  
CHAPTER VI 
TRANSPORTATION OF SCHOLASTICS 
The McLennan County School system has provided an ade­
quate means of transportation for the rural Negro child. 
Nine hundred forty-nine children are eligible for free 
transportation under the Texas School Law. The report of 
the survey by the principals revealed that one-hundred per 
cent of these youths take advantage of this educational op­
portunity. There are twenty—two school buses, one automo­
bile and one station wagon available to convey these pupils 
to from school. Fourteen of the school buses are public­
ly owned, while two of the school buses are privately owned. 
If transportation is to be adequate, the means of 
transportation must be dependable. The study reveals that 
seventy-three per cent of the school buses are in good con­
dition, or eighteen per cent of the buses are new, and nine 
per cent of the buses are in fair condition. There are not 
any in the county that are in need of major repairs. There 
is a central maintenance shop located in Moody where the bus­
es are regularly checked and minor repairs are made. 
In the rural school system of McLennan County there are 
but one teacher and two school principals who drive school 
buses. The trend is away from teachers and principals driv­
ing school buses. McLennan County is abreast with rural 
1^Hand Book for School Officials. Bulletin No. 52V, 
Austin; Texas Education Agency, September, 1951. 
hi 
school systems in adjacent counties. All the buses are modern 
and equipped with the necessary accessories - horns, various 
lights, turn signals, fire extinguishers, wind shield whip-
pers and heaters. 
All the eligible scholastics, 9^9, ride the school buses.. 
Table XVI reveals that there are 23 school buses used for 
transporting these children. Two of the buses are owned by 
the drivers of the bus, while the others are owned by the 
county school board. All salaries for drivers, and up-keep of 
buses are likewise paid by the County Board of Education. The 
Texas Education Agency appropriates the minimum salaries and 
maintenance expenses to be paid each county for transportation 
of children. None of the children who ride the buses live 
more than one-half mile from the bus stops. However, there 






















Anderson 65 65 2 Public Fair 
Axtell 36 36 1 Public New 
Bledsoe 33 33 1 Public Good 
Bosqueville 55 55* 1 Private Good 
Carver 39 391 2** Private Fair 
Public Good 
Dunbar 80 80 k Public New (1) 
Good (2) 
Fair (1) 
Gholson Ik l*f 1 Public Good 
Harrison 35 35 2 Public Good 
Jenkins 150 150 2 Public New (1) 
Good (1) 
Midway 38 38 1 Public Fair 
Moody 51 51 2 Public Good (1) 
Fair (1) 
Rising Star 32 32 1 Public Good 
Rosenthal 230 230 2 Public Good 
Shaw 60 6o 1 Public Good 
Willow Grove 30 30 1 Public Good 




•Ten transported by automobile 
1Thirteen transported by station wagon. 
••One station wagon and one bus. 
CHAPTER VII 
GENERAL SCHOOL CASH EVALUATION 
The twenty school buildings erected on fifty-three square 
acres of ground are valued at $^0lA00.00. The grounds have 
as an estimated value of $28,900.00. The equipment provided 
for the schools has a value of $l*f,296.00. The supplies are 
valued at 1^,^-60.00, and the furniture is valued at $l8,6M). 
The total estimate value of grounds, buildings, equipment, 
supplies, and furniture is $^-67,696.00, (See Table XVII, 
according to principal's and superintendents' reports). 
From the report of the survey the value of the rural 
school property for Negroes is $215*^2 per child. This how­
ever, neither includes the value of the school buses, nor 
the salaries of the teachers or service personnel such as 
the several county-at-large visiting teachers, the bus driv­
ers and janitors, (See Table XVII). 
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SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
Summary 
In the McLennan County schools for the rural youths, 
there are 1,06? hoys and 1,10** girls, a total of 2,171 schol­
astics. There are 83 rural teachers and seven county-at-large 
teachers. 
From surveys and interviews with the principals, two as­
pects of budgeting in the Negro rural schools of McLennan 
County were revealed: 
1. The principals knew little or nothing about the 
appropriations and budgeting of their schools. 
2. Allowances were made for the maintenance of the 
rural schools in the county. 
Principals and teachers were reluctant as they had no 
knowledge of how much was allocated for them. They were re­
cipients of only some of what they asked for. In this demo­
cratic society, and in our educational institutions, Dsmocracy 
should be taught and lived. Writers in the field of education 
concur that in America, American!anand Democracy should be 
the fundamental basis for education in America. In view of 
this assertion one may inquire of the concept of Democracy. 
Democracy then, is a socio-governmental society In which there 
is equality of opportunity to participate in making decisions 
of groups or individual concern, and equality of obligations 
k6 
and responsibility to abide by the decisions and carry them 
16 
out. 
In this connection the writer feels that the principals 
should at least know what the annual budgets are for their 
respective schools, and should be allowed to participate in 
making up the budgets. This method is of course, more demo­
cratic than the making of allowances. 
In the rural areas, where ever practical, children should 
be given opportunity to study agriculture, both by theory and 
by practice. As the laboratory serves as a work shop for 
scientific analysis, the school garden, the poultry house, 
the truck farm, and the livestock pen serves as a work shop 
for agriculture. Much help is being offered in this field by 
the *f-H Clubs. Future Farmers of America is another agency 
that is doing work in agriculture promotion. 
Conclusions 
It would be reasonable to conclude that the study of the 
status of rural schools for Negroes in McLennan County has 
been interesting, informational, and a means of acquiring new 
experiences. The study has revealed many problems existing 
in the McLennan County rural schools for Negroes common to 
those existing in several other counties of Texas, especially 
those within the central Texas area. 
"^H. T. Jones, Instructor, Prairie View A & M College, 
Prairie View, Texas. Interview September 23, 1951. 
»+7 
Problems of attendance, one of the major problems of 
educating the Negro rural child, derive mainly from econo­
mics. The rural school districts are located in farming 
areas where many parents are tenants, and transit laborers 
and their children invariably help to earn the family income, 
on the farm. The enforcement of the state compulsory attend­
ance laws create additional problem for the child, the parents 
and the community. 
The problems of transportation imply the means of trans­
porting scholastics who live too far from school to walk} good, 
all-weather roads, modern, safe and comfortable buses, and 
dependable bus drivers are the modern, safe and comfortable 
buses, and dependable bus drivers are the common necessities 
for meeting the transportational needs of rural children. 
Other writers in related studies concur that unfavorable 
road conditions contribute largely to low school attendance. 
McLennan County has had its share, but to date much improve -
ment has been made along the line of transportation. 
There seem to be too many small units to render the max­
imum services or to equip with the quantity and quality of 
equipment and supplies most needed in public schools. 
The teaching staff of McLennan County rural schools is 
of comparatively high standard. The enrollment of scholastics 
is relatively low in most of the schools under study. Under 
the new school systems, many improvements have been made in 
1*8 
recent years and others are in process of being made. Roads 
have been, or. are being improved; better transportation is 
provided and a few but better and larger school buildings 
are erected. Longer school terms, better salaries for teach­
ers and service personnel and better conditions under which 
to work have been accomplished in the rural schools for 
Negroes, but much improvement should be made. 
Recommendations 
In view of the study which the writer has made, it would 
seem equitable to make the following recommendations: 
1. That auditoriums, gymnasiums, science laboratories, 
be provided. 
a. Auditoriums may be provided for each unit by (1) 
school-community planning with the superintendent 
or school board invited to participate in the 
planning or by (2) carrying out such plans as 
formulated. These plans, methods of procedures, 
and financial strengths will vary some what in 
the different school districts. 
b. Gymnasiums may not be erected for each school 
unit, but by following the pattern mentioned 
above, at least three regional gymnasiums could 
be provided for the fifteen schools, if located 
in centralized areas. If the cost is excessive, 
the administration should provide for all the 
Negro children to share the present gymnasium 
in their respective school districts. 
c. Science laboratories and libraries could be pro­
vided by cooperation and coordination - adminis­
trative, school-community, public relations pro­
grams. The financial problem could be solved by 
solicitation, bonds, and taxation of property. 
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2. That at least one janitor be hired for each unit in 
order that proper care and up-keep of the buildings 
and grounds will be provided and healthier conditions 
will exist in and out of the school buildings. This, 
the writer believes, could be done by making requi­
sition of the school boards, the community again 
cooperating. 
3. That richer and more functional curricula, and a 
more recreational activity program be provided by 
curricula revision and flexibility of operation. 
That more interest be shown on the part of both the 
teachers and students in the field of agriculture by 
utilization of available agricultural facilities. 
5. That the principals be permitted to participate in 
making decisions on matters concerning themselves 
in order that our schools can function more democra­
tically. 
6. That the policy of making allowances will be replaced 
by the budgeting system. This may be done by request­
ing the board or superintendent to try such a plan. 
7. That the four schools lying in the south-west portion 
of the county - Bledsoe, Midway, Moody, and Shaw - be 
consolidated, and the teachers of these schools make 
up the faculty for the new unit. 
8. That all one, two, and three-teacher schools of the 
county be consolidated to form better and larger units, 
wherever it is practical to do so. 
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APPENDIX I 
l*f00 South Fourth Street 
Waco, Texas 
October 8, 1951 
M 
My dear Co-Worker: 
The following questionnaire was made out by the writer 
preparatory to writing a thesis, "A Status Study of Rural 
Schools for Negroes in McLennan County, Texas," for the Mas­
ter of Science Degree at Prairie View Agricultural and Mechani­
cal College. 
Since much of the information needed for this study must 
come from Individual schools, I am soliciting your cooperation. 
Will you please answer the questions in the enclosed question­
naire as soon as possible and return the form to me in the 
enclosed self—addressed, stamped envelope? Or if you pre­
fer, I shall be glad to drive by and pick it up upon notice. 
May I have your permission to visit the school? And 
if is not a convenient date for such a visit, I 
might be able to adjust my schedule to come on any date you 
may suggest. 
Your assistance in these regards will be greatly appreci­
ated, and your help will aid in making the study of value to 
the schools of our county. 
Yours very truly, 
William L. Shaw 
APPENDIX II 
General Information 
1. Name of school 
2. Principal 
3. Nearest town Population 
!f. Size of school: 
a. Number of teachers 
b. Number of grades 
c. Number of pupils 
Male Female 
d. Number of classrooms 













m. twelve th 
Total 
6. What is the classification of your school: 
a. Elementary 
b. Junior High 
c. High 
d. Combination 
7. Do you have a study hall? 
Yes 
No 














Do you have an art room? 
Yes 
No 
Do you have a supply room? 
Yes 
No 
Do you have a library room? 
Yes_ 
No 
Do you have a counselor's room? 
Yes 
No 
Do you have a janitor's room? 
Yes 
No 
Do you have a principal's office? 
Yes 
No 
Do you have a secretary's office? 
Yes 
No 
Do you have a supervisor's office? 
Yes 
No 
Do you have a gymnasium? 
Yes 
No 




19. Do you have an auditorium? 
Yes 
No 
20. If you have no gymnasium, auditorium, nor audio-gym 




21. Do you have a work shop for boys? 
Yes 
No 
22. Do you have a Home Economics Department for girls? 
Yes 
No 
23. Do you operate a school lunch program? 
Yes 
No 
2k, Do you have a dining room? 
Yes 
No 
25* Do students eat in class rooms? 
Yes 
No 
26. What kind of fuel is used for cooking? 
a. Kerosene 
b. Wood 
c. Coal _________ 
d. Gas 
e. Electricity 




28. Do you have an ice box? 
Yes 
No 








2. If not, what kind is used for heating? 
3. What kind of drinking water is used? 




*f. Indicate the kind of toilets: 
a. Surface _ 
b. Concrete pit with vent 
c. Flush with runnint water 




6. Do you have a director of physical education? 
Yes 
No 




8. Do you have shades for each of your windows? 
Yes 
No 
III. School Personnel: 
1. If your faculty organized with a president, secre­
tary, or similar officials? 
Yes 
No 
2. Do you have an active P. T. A.? 
Yes 
No 
3. Do you have a Dads' Club? 
Yes 
No 
b. Do you have a Mothers' Club? 
Yes 
No 
5. Do you have a music teacher? 
Yes 
No 
6. Do you have a band director? 
Yes 
No 
7. Do you have an audio-visual instructor? 
Yes 
No 
8. Do you have a health nurse? 
Yes 
No 




10. Do you have a school physician? 
Yes 
No 
11. Do you have a full-time janitor? 
Yes 
No 
12. Do you have a part-time janitor? 
Yes 
No 
13. Who pays the janitor*s salary? 
School board 
State board 




15. If so, which ones of the following do you have? 
Kindergarten teacher 
A teacher for exceptional children 
A supervisor for class room in­
struction 
A visiting teacher 
Others 
16. Indicate the number of years the present administra­
tion has existed in the school. 
Principal 
Assistant Principal 
17* Indicate the number of teachers who have been em­













18. List the degrees held by the principal. 
19. List the degrees held by the assistant principal. 
20. How many teachers have no degree? 
21. How many teachers have a bachelor's degree? 
22. How many teachers have a master's degree? 
23. Indicate the number of years of experience of school 
personnel: 
a. Principal 
b. Assistant Principal 




II-15 years ___ 
16-25 years 





1. Do you have a planned schedule for: 
a. Excursions 
b. Field trips ______ 
c. County or other fairs ________ 
d. Surveys _________ 
e. Interscholastid leagues 
58 
2. List your major school activities. 
3. About hovr often do your school activities give public 
function? 
*+. Do most of your students actively belong to at least 
one student organization? 
Yes 
No 
5. Do you have a school garden? 
Yes 
No 
6. Do you have a truck farm? 
Yes 
No 
7. Do you have any livestock? 
Yes 
No 
8, Do you have any poultry? 
Yes 
No 
V. School Equipment s 
1. What percent of textbooks are adopted? % 
2. Approximately what percent of pupils' desk and 
chairs are adapted to theindividual child? % 
3. How adequate are your supplies and equipment for 
extra-curricula activities? 
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k. How many radioes are in your school? 
5. How many record players are in your school? 
6. How many silent projectors are in your school? 
7. How many sound projectors are in your school? 
8. How many films trips are in your school? 
9. How many public address systems are in your school?_ 
10. How many inter-communication systems are in your 
school? 
11. Do you or your school render any type of program 
over the broadcasting station? 
Yes 
No 
12. If so, which station? At what time? 
13. Do you have individual lockers for pupils? 
Yes 
No 
l1*. Do you have individual lockers for teachers? 
Yes 
No 




1. Number children living two or more miles from 
school. 
2. Number children transported by the school bus. 
other 
3. Number of buses used to transport children. 
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k. Is bus publicly owned? 
Yes 
No 
5. Is bus privately owned? 
Yes 
No 
6. Condition of buses: 
New 
Not new, but good 
Fair 
Poor 
A. 19 Model 
7. Should your school have more than one bus: 





We operate (No.) 19 Model 




Regular bus driver 
9. Does school board pay bus driver's salary? 
Yes . 
No 
10. If not, who pays it? __ 
VII. Miscellaneous: 
1. List three things that you need most, in order of im^ 
portance, to do your best job. 
L 
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How many square acres (or fractional parts of an acre) 
are in your school ground?, .. .. 
Estimate value of property grounds _ 
building s equipment 
supplies furniture _ 
total . 
Beside salaries, what is your annual budget for the 
operation of your school? 8 
What improvements have been made in your school? 
Painting 













Is school accredited? 
Yes 
No " 
If so, with what agency?. 
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